Preparing Your Pets for Emergencies
Makes Sense. Get Ready Now.

Evacuate. Plan how you will assemble your pets and anticipate where you will go. If you must evacuate, take
your pets with you, if practical. If you go to a public shelter, keep in mind your pets may not be allowed inside
Secure appropriate lodging in advance depending on the number and type of animals in your care. Consider
family or friends outside your immediate area who would be willing to take in you and your pets in an emerge
Other options may include: a hotel or motel that takes pets or some sort of boarding facility, such as a kennel
veterinary hospital that is near an evacuation facility or your family’s meeting place. Find out before an emerc
happens if any of these facilities in your area might be viable options for you and your pets.

Develop a buddy system. Plan with neighbors, friends or relatives to make sure that someone is available to
care for or evacuate your pets if you are unable to do so. Talk with your pet care buddy about your evacuatio
plans and show them where you keep your pet's emergency supply kit. Also designate speci c locations, one
your immediate neighborhood and other farther away, where you will meet in an emergency.

Talk to your pet’s veterinarian about emergency planning. Discuss the types of things you should include

in your pet's emergency rst aid kit. Get the names of vets or veterinary hospitals in other cities where you mi
need to seek temporary shelter. Also talk with your veterinarian about microchipping. If you and your pet are
separated, this permanent implant for your pet and corresponding enrollment in a recovery database can hel
veterinarian or shelter identify your animal. If your pet is microchipped, keeping your emergency contact infor
tion up to date and listed with a reliable recovery database is essential to you and your pet being reunited.

Gather contact information for emergency animal treatment. Make a list of contact information and ad-
dresses of area animal control agencies including the Humane Society or ASPCA and emergency veterinary
hospitals. Keep one copy of these phone numbers with you, and one in your pet's emergency supply kit. Obt:
“Pets Inside” stickers and place them on your doors or windows, including information on the number and typ
of pets in your home to alert re ghters and rescue workers. Consider putting a phone number on the sticker
where you could be reached in an emergency. And, if time permits, remember to write the words “Evacuated
with Pets” across the stickers, should you evacuate your home with your pets.

3. Be Prepared for what might happen.

Some of the things you can do to prepare for the unexpected, such as assembling an emergency supply kit
yourself, your family and your pets, is the same regardless of the type of emergency. However, it's importan
say informed about what might happen and know what types of emergencies are likely to a ect your region.

Be prepared to adapt this information to your personal circumstances and make every e ort to follow instruc
tions received from authorities on the scene. With these simple preparations, you can be ready fer the unex
pected. Those who take the time to prepare themselves and their pets will likely encounter less di culty, stre
and worry. Take the time now to get yourself and your pet ready.
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